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DEREK: PASTOR / CHURCH CAFE / BUSINESS AS MISSION
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2. EXPLORE 

- looking at what others 

are doing with their 

“church spaces,” across 

different disciplines

3. REFLECT 

- looking at what the Bible 

and other theologians say 

about what we can do with 

our “church spaces”

4. RESPOND 

- forming actions and 

strategies on what can 

be done regarding our 

“church spaces”

5. EXPERIENCE AGAIN 

- revisiting our context and 

circumstances again

Green, Laurie. Let’s Do Theology: Resources for Contextural
Theology. London: Bloombury Publishing, 2009.

DOING THEOLOGY SPIRAL

1. EXPERIENCE 
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culture, immediate context 

and current circumstances 
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- looking at our history, 
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https://www.the-low-countries.com/article/religious-buildings/ https://www.loopnet.com/search/churches/usa/for-sale/

https://ukauctionlist.com/ https://www.patrice-besse.co.uk/for-sale/monastery-for-sale-France/



https://www.patrice-besse.co.uk/ads/monastery-for-sale-france-for-sale-in-
france-in-the-middle-of-downtown-Arras-one-hour-from-Paris--pb199325

/ statistics in Europe

https://cne.news/article/3033-five-signs-of-
christian-revival-in-europe

STATISTICS



https://spzh.eu/en/news/90307-report-number-of-christians-in-europe-
declines-by-17-mln-over-past-five-years?utm_source=perplexity

STATISTICS STATISTICS

https://www.diakonos.be/the-italian-church-holds-the-world-record-for-
dropouts-with-the-added-unknown-of-the-gray-area/

(2025)

STATISTICS

https://www.dw.com/en/germanys-empty-churches-repurposed-as-
congregations-shrink/a-75227388?utm_source=perplexity

CHURCH CLOSURE



/ social shift

https://www.architectureandtradition.com/p/why-did-
churches-once-tower-over

PAST



https://www.revitalizebhm.com/blog/when-the-church-stopped-being-the-
communitys-third-place?rq=Third places

PAST

https://www.revitalizebhm.com/blog/when-the-church-stopped-being-the-
communitys-third-place?rq=Third places
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/ repurposing of church spaces
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COMMERCIAL USE CULTURAL USE
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CULTURAL USE

Arno, M., “Adaptive Reuse of Religious Buildings for 
Housing in the Netherlands: Conditions, Challenges, and 

Future Prospects,” Housing Environment, 54, p4–24, 
https://doi.org/10.2478/he-2025-0026

CULTURAL USE

COMMUNITY USE COMMUNITY USE



COMMUNITY USE CHURCH CAFES

CHURCH EVENT SPACES SOCIAL ENTERPRISE



WARM WELCOME SPACES (UK) THE OFFLINE CLUB

THE OFFLINE CLUB



/ quiet revival?

https://www.ecmbritain.org/k/news/view/53506/46866/
europe-is-not-post-christian.-it-is-pre-revival.html

QUIET REVIVAL?

https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c0k1jddl51no
https://lausanne.org/about/blog/the-extraordinary-re-

evangelization-of-europe

QUIET REVIVAL?
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https://www.ncronline.org/news/europe-witnessing-
young-christian-quiet-revival-data-contested

QUIET REVIVAL?

https://incontextinternational.org/2026/06/03/a-quiet-
hunger-why-some-europeans-return-to-faith/

QUIET REVIVAL?

https://incontextinternational.org/2026/06/03/a-quiet-
hunger-why-some-europeans-return-to-faith/

QUIET REVIVAL?

https://www.parallelparliament.co.uk/question/69761/
churches-closures?utm_source=perplexity

QUIET REVIVAL?
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CHALLENGES

Emmanuel Mounier, "De la propriété capitaliste à la 
propriété humaine," Esprit 2, no. 19 (1934): 4-6. 

CHALLENGES



/ theology of the land

STEWARDSHIP HOSPITALITY SHARING TRANSFORMATION
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THEOLOGY OF THE LAND

STEWARDSHIP

1

Walter Bruggemann, The Land: Place as Gift, Promise 
and Challenge in the Biblical Faith, 2nd ed. 

(Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 2002), 70. 

1: STEWARDSHIP
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Christopher J. H. Wright, The Mission of God: 
Unlocking the Bible’s Grand Narrative 

 (Downers Grove: Intervarsity Press, 2006), 25. 
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Munther Isaac, From Land to Lands:  
From Eden to the Renewed Earth  

(Carlisle: Langham Monographs, 2015), 370. 
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THEOLOGY OF THE LAND
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4: TRANSFORMATION

Munther Isaac, From Land to Lands:  
From Eden to the Renewed Earth  

(Carlisle: Langham Monographs, 2015), 368. 

Michael W. Goheen, A Light to the Nations: The 
Missional Church and the Bible Story  

(Grand Rapids: Baker Academics, 2011), 199. 

4: TRANSFORMATION



Q + A

1/ EXPERIENCE - what is my context? 

2/ EXPLORE - what others are doing with their building? 

3/ REFLECT - what does God want us to do with our building? 


